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             M O N T A N A  D R I V E R  E D U C A T I O N  A N D  T R A I N I N G  
 
 
 
Module 8          U-Turn Laws 

 
U-Turns are another way to reverse direction.  They are often dangerous and illegal.  It is up to the driver to know 
where U-turns are allowed and not allowed.  Just because there is no sign indicating that a U-turn is illegal, does not 
mean that U-turns are permitted.    
 
U-turns are sometimes easier to perform because there is no backing required but U-turns require a street wide 
enough for you to complete the maneuver.  U-turns can also be risky because you must cross lanes of traffic to 
complete the maneuver. 
 
Common sense should tell us never to try turning around on a busy street or near a curve or hill.  Turning around in 
any of these situations is not only illegal - it’s dangerous.  You may turn around on a roadway where the driver has 
500 feet in both directions (almost 2 average city blocks) of unobstructed view and no vehicles are approaching. 
Remember that most city ordinances prohibit U-turns in the middle of a block and some prohibit U-turns entirely.  
Above all, remember that no vehicle shall be turned at any time unless it is in the proper lane and it is safe to do so. 
 
U-turns are not legal everywhere, so first look for prohibiting signs. When making a U-turn near a hill or curve, the law  
requires that you be able to see 500 feet in either direction. U-turns are prohibited in no-passing zones. Stop and 
yield to all traffic before completing a U-turn.  
 
U-TURN PROCEDURES 
1. Check traffic ahead and to the rear 
2. Ensure you are able to see 500 feet in either direction 
3. Signal right and move to the right edge of the road and stop 
4. Signal left, check traffic again 
5. Turn the wheel rapidly to the left, while moving slowly to the other side of the road 
6. Do not stop if you have enough room to turn completely 
7. Accelerate into the new target area, check mirrors 
 
In Montana: 
You may turn around on a roadway where the driver has 500 feet in both directions (almost 2 average city blocks) of 
unobstructed view and no vehicles are approaching. Remember that most city ordinances prohibit U-turns in the 
middle of a block and some prohibit U-turns entirely. Above all, remember that no vehicle shall be turned at any time 
unless it is in the proper lane and it is safe to do so. 
 
In Oregon: 
Reverse or U-turns are prohibited in these locations: 
• In any intersection controlled by a traffic signal, unless a sign permits the turn. 
• Between intersections in a city. 
• At any other urban location where you cannot see traffic coming from both directions for 500 feet. 
• In rural areas if you cannot see approaching traffic from either direction for 1,000 feet. 
• At any location where U-turns are prohibited by official signs or markings. 
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In Utah: 
There are two times when you must never make a U-turn: 

1. On any curve.  
2. Near the top of a hill where you cannot see or be seen from both directions for 500 feet.  

Each city has its own law concerning U-turns. Be sure you know the specific law of the city in which you are driving. 
A U-turn should only be made on a street or highway which is sufficiently wide enough to allow a turn to be made 
from the left hand lane or just right of the center line or center of the street. 
 
 
 

On a Multi-lane Two Way Road   On a Two-lane Two Way Road 
 

 
    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In Washington: 
You should only make a U turn when it is safe.  
U turns should not be made on any curve or when approaching the crest of a hill when your vehicle cannot be seen 
by others. Some towns and cities do not allow U turns.  
Check with local police to be sure.  
 
In Nevada: 
In Nevada, U-Turns are generally allowed on any road when they can be made safely.  They are specifically not 
allowed: 

• Anytime a traffic sign or signal prohibits them; 
• In a business district, except at an intersection or an appropriate opening in a divided highway; 
• On Curves 
• Near a grade where there is less than 500 feet visibility in both directions.  

 
 


